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Some storm drains 
connect to sewers.  

T h i s  s to r mwa te r  i s 
typically treated before being 

released into the Spokane River.
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Water will carry a bit of everything it 
touches. Stormwater runoff becomes a 
really big problem for our rivers, lakes, and 
aquifer when pollutants from our everyday 
activities like lawn care, car maintenance, 
and dog walking are left on the ground for 
stormwater to wash away.

Other things left in the street can clog storm 
drains and cause the flooding that the storm 
drain was meant to prevent.

Some storm drains lead to 
lakes. Area lakes ultimately 
discharge to the Spokane River 
or infiltrate to the SVRP aquifer.

Most storm drains 
infiltrate untreated 
stormwater into 
t h e  g r o u n d 
using storage 
chambers 
called 
drywells.

Some storm drains pipe 
the stormwater directly 
to the Spokane River.

PLEASE DON’T DUMP

ANYTHING HERE!

...They are not
disposal systems for 

handling waste or trash.

Stormwater
facilities are
designed to help
control flooding...
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A  few storm drains 
pipe the stormwater 
to swales where the 
soil and vegetation 
r e m o v e  s o m e 
pollution.
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Dear Storm Drain Dan,
 The other day I saw my neighbor changing 
the oil in his car on his driveway. Then, I saw 

him walk over to a storm drain and pour the oil 
right into it! I ran over to tell him he probably 
shouldn’t do that but couldn’t explain why.

        Signed,
       To Dump, or Not To Dump?

Dear Not To Dump,
We can’t tell where the water from 
a storm drain goes just by looking 
at it, but it either empties to a 
nearby waterbody or directly into 
the ground.

So, there’s a good possibility that 
your neighbor ’s motor oi l could 
eventually reach the SVRP Aquifer, and 
contaminate our drinking water source.

Call your local Stormwater Utility 
hotline to find out where your storm 

drain empties, or to report any problems with it. 
And, remember, only rain down the storm drain!

Sincerely,
    Storm Drain Dan
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WHAT IS STORMWATER?
Rain and snowmelt are important for healthy wildlife 
habitat, recreation, and replenishing groundwater supplies 
in the Spokane Valley - Rathdrum Prairie (SVRP) aquifer.

However, when we replace the natural landscape with 
rooftops, parking lots, and streets, the water no longer soaks 
naturally into the ground. Instead, it flows across these hard 
surfaces as stormwater runoff.

It’s important for local governments and businesses to 
manage runoff as quickly as possible to prevent flooding, 
erosion, and water pollution.  In our region, storm drains 
are the most commonly used method to handle stormwater 
runoff, as they can easily be placed in the curb and gutter 
during road and parking lot construction.

Storm drains can pipe runoff to a variety of places. Check out 
the photos below to learn about the many different places 
storm drains lead, including to the SVRP aquifer!
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