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River Operations Overview

Spring- The Spokane river behaves like a river, not a lake, above the dam, 

until the snow has melted and we start to close spill gates.  If the  

river flows are very high, river elevations will increase.

Summer – Avista holds the level of CDA Lake at 2128 for recreation and 

public use.  Because the dam spill gates are closed, the river 

above the dam looks like a lake.

Fall – The Tuesday after labor day Avista starts to let water out of CDA 

Lake, drawing the lake down about 1 ½ feet per month until the 

river is in a natural state. 

Winter - At some point in December or January the outlet restriction at the 

river outlet becomes the determining factor of how much water will 

flow down the Spokane River.   From then until we close the spill 

gates in June, the Post Falls dam has little or no effect on river 

flows or lake levels.



What’s the New Norm?

Low Elevation River Basin - While we agree that temperatures are rising, 

there will always be a lot of natural variability

The runoff (freshet) can occur any time between December and June.

Avista passes whatever water flows out of Coeur d’Alene Lake for a large

part of the year.

In terms of hydro generation, on the Spokane River, we take what we can 

get.   The total generation on the Spokane River is only about 1/5 of the total 

hydro generation in Avista’s portfolio.   And we have very little flexibility to 

“shape” the hydro generation on the Spokane River.
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Contacts and Information

• Go to www.avistautilities.com/waterflow

• Pat Maher, Sr. Hydro Operations Engineer  

509-495-4283, patrick.maher@avistacorp.com

• Steve Lentini, Operations Engineer                    

509-495-4573, steve.lentini@avistacorp.com

• Water Information Recording, Idaho:  208-769-1357

• Water Information Recording, Washington: 509-495-8043

Give us a call !!!
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