HOW BIO SWALES HELP THE ENVIRONMENT

WHAT IS A BIOSWALE?
Bioswales are man made
depressions that utilize
vegetation to catch debris and
sediment that would normally
flow into rivers. Microorganisms
and bacteria that live 1n the soil
feed on nutrients in polluted
water. This small ecosystem
creates a sustainable method of
treating stormwater before it
returns to the water table.

Trees adjacent to the swale offer shade and soil
stability

Did You Know?

Woody shrubs give stability to the slops of the
swale and catch litter

Dense grassy plants in the bottom of the swale URBANIZATI o N AND
"~ filter sediments and pollutants
ENVIRONMENT

Street Many of the pollutants
Shallow, flowing stormwater that contaminate storm-water
are caused by urbanization,
which 1s the movement of people
from rural to urban areas. Cars
garthater proyCesineqia e ety are a major source of pollutants;
doling out fuels, oils, and radiator

S fluids that make water runoff Y < : H I i
(%rave.l layer allows for quick drainage after : I
filtration from roads and parklng lots Lea rn MOre. o u a n e p o

$E e o hazardous to the environment.
Perforated drainage pipe redirects filtered e o
water into stormwater treatment Th].S 1S Why Swales are placed
near traffic zones: the pollution
that damages our water supply
are a great nutrient source for
the plants that occupy bioswales.

Soil layer supports plant life in the swale
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