Urban Stormwater

KEEPING POLLUTION OUT OF OUR WATERWAYS

Did You Know?

Learn More!
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You Can Help!
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HOW STORMWATER CONNECTS OUR
CITIES TO OUR ENVIRONMENT

WHAT IS STORMWATER?
Stormwater 1sn’t like the
wastewater that we use 1n our
houses. Unlike water from
faucets and toilets, rainwater
that drains from our streets
1sn’t treated. Pollutants like
gasoline, motor o1l, heavy
metals, sediment and
agricultural chemicals collect on
roadways and gutters and are
washed 1nto our waterways
after heavy rain or snowmelt.

HOW DO WE CURTAIL
POLLUTION FROM
STORMWATER?

Since stormwater isn’t treated
by the city, it takes a collective
effort to keep to keep our
waterways free from pollution
and trash. Throwing away trash
in designated trash cans as well
as carpooling or bicycling can
lower the amount of pollutants
on streets. Our homes and
parking lots make great spaces
to curb pollution, utilizing
bioswales, rain gardens, and
berms to absorb particulate
matter and add beauty to the
neighborhood.
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PREVENTION VS CURE

In most cities, stormwater 1s not
treated. This 1s because when
wastewater treatment systems
and sewers were being built
decades prior, city planners
didn’t anticipate the effects of
street pollution on the
environment. Cities with
combined stormwater and

wastewater management
handle both at once.

Stormwater travels through permeable rocks
and collects to form an aquifer.

SWALE

Grassed swales help slow the rate at which
stormwater flows, while simultaneously filtering
the water and removing pollutants.

Stormwater drains from streets and parking
areas, washing pollutants into our waterways.

VEGETATION

SOIL LAYER

SAND LAYER

RAIN GARDEN GRAVEL BED

Rain gardens help increase infiltration through various vegetative and earhty
layers, allowing soil to remove pollutants and stormwater to naturally filter into
the ground.
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