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Citizens, we are again challenged 
to protect the aquifer.*

 Sludge was defeated, 
but not destroyed.

 It will return.

We must stop the contamination at the source  in  

order to continue to enjoy our clean drinking water. It 

will require the help of every citizen. you can help by 

properly disposing of your unused 
household contaminants properly.** 

Thank you all.

Thanks for coming out 
folks, and remember to 

do your part.

I want to thank you on behalf of the community, for  

the Aquifer protection Team’s bravery.

Thanks Mayor,  

I’ll tell the team.

** Take them to one of the four waste 

transfer Stations shown on inside map.

*Any underground permeable layer 
of rock or sediment that holds water 
and allows water to flow through it.
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Spokane 
North County Recycling 

Transfer Station

22123 Elk-Chattaroy Road
Located at the intersectiojn of Elk-

Chattaroy and Highway 2.

Spokane Valley 
Valley Recycling 
Transfer Station

3941 North Sullivan Road
Located south of Trent and across 

from Spokane Industrial Park. 

SPOKANE
Waste-toEnergy Facility 

Recycling Center 

2900 South Geiger Boulevard
Located west of Spokane, across from 

the Washington State Patrol. 

Story and Art by

DAVID KELLEY

Coeur d’ Alene
Ramsey Road 

Waste Recycling Center 

From Interstate 90, take Exit 11  
( Ramsey Road / NW Blvd ) Head 

North1 mile. Transfer Station on 
Right ( East side)

APPLEWAY

NW
 BLVD

www.ecy.wa.gov

SPOKANE AQUIFER JOINT BOARD
WWW.SPOKANEAQUIFER.ORG

90

90

90
HIGHWAY 90

GOT WASTE?
PUT IN THE RIGHT PLACE

INFORMATION HOTLINE
509 477-6800

Help your family find out where to take all your household  
Hazardous Waste. Use your phone, tablet or computer and go to

www.SpokaneWasteDirectory.org
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Hi, I’m on my way to the waste transfer station. 
how are the water futures* tests going?

Good. we’re seeing some 
unexpected results.

All right, I’ll see ya soon!

I’ll take care of that kiddo,  
I was headed to the waste transfer 

station anyway.

 Uh... sorry about that, 
guess I wasn’t thinking.

the water 
is pumped 

up through 
wells and 
used by 

more than 
500,000 
citizens 
in this  

region for 
drinking 
water.

Yeah!

So what do you got in  
this thing, a 402?

It’s powered 
by our friend 
H2O** that’s 
converted to 
steam by the 
solar panels 
on the back of 

the ship.

and as you can see,  
it generates massive horsepower. 

hold on, 
we’re going under! 

It’s a new technology 
called Hydro-Fusion.
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** H2o : water molecule represented as 
two  parts hydrogen and one part oxygen.

* Filled with moisture.

* a means of examining the future of water in our region.

Oh, just pour it out 
over there on the 
ground, sweetie.

Daddy what should I do with this 
used motor oil?

UH OH.

 we must practice   
proper waste disposal or we  

will contaminate the aquifer.

Where is the 
aquifer?

The saturated* zone that 
groundwater flows through is 

called an aquifer. 

 Would you like to 
see it first hand?

Huh?

Well, you’re standing over it. 

it’s beneath us. 
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right where Sludge 
said it would be.

good, let’s get in there and 
install this computer virus 
and take down their system.

m

If I take the wetted perimeter* 
of the aquifer extent, and divide by 

100 years.....

hello, is someone 
there?

lights out 
smarty pants.

The ship also 
has a particle 

shield that 
displaces and 
replaces the 

Earth and rock 
around the 
ship without 

disrupting the 
aquifer.

Here you can see the 
many layers of coarse 

sediments* deposited by 
catastrophic** flooding 
during the last Ice Age, 
about 12,000 years ago .

The ground  
water flows 
through this 

material until it 
reaches one of 
our many wells. 

It becomes 
drinking water 

when we pump it 
to the  

surface at our 
well sites and 

then into under-
ground pipes to 
homes, schools 
and businesses.

uh oh, Looks like trouble, we’ll 
have to cut the tour short. 

The study of ground water is the science 
of hydrogeology***, and we are always 

making new discoveries.

Is this part of a 
hydrgeologist’s 

job?

hold on!

7

7

m

** widespread ruin.
 

*** the study OF UNDERGROUND WATER.* outer boundary

This is Our Aquifer. More than 320 square 
miles within Washington and Idaho. In some 

places it is 600 ft. thick.

2056

* matter that settles to the bottom of a liquid.

Z
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h

bHaven’t you two learned 
your lesson yet?

uh oh, busted!

who’s gonna teach us, 
...you? Ha HA Ha!

let’s go!

fip!

get her!

c

c
W

c

c
c c

c
c

Toxic Sludge Hammer! My grappling hook will 
finish you off!

nice try.

i think your aquifer 
contaminating days are 

over!

OWWW!
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nice work mallory. 
any problems?

Nope, that’s the last we’ll 
see of those two.

hey guys! we’ve got 
something coming 
through the water 
futures machine!

greetings people of the present. i am willy, 
and i bring you a message of warning!

in the near future there will be 
a shortage of clean drinking 

water, unless you take steps to 
conserve* today.

and who sent you from the 
future with this message?

to be continued...

1. what is an underground layer of 
rock that holds water and allows 
water to flow through it?

2. what is the formula for water?

3. what is the matter that  
settles to the bottom of a liquid?

4. what is the term for filled 
with moisture?

5. what is the study of under-
ground water called?

6. what is the term for 
widespread ruin ?

* protect and avoid waste.

you did.

DOWN

7. To Protect and Avoid 
Waste.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

16

4

5

2

3

7

ACROSS

3

Otto Aqua Duck buckMallory

REVIEW THE VOCABULARY WORDS 
IN THE COMIC AND COMPLETE 

THE CROSSWORD PUZZLE.
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It’s Beneath 
 You!

Don’t Waste Our 
Water...

WWW.KSPS.ORG 
1-800-735-2377

SPOKANE AQUIFER JOINT BOARD
WWW.SPOKANEAQUIFER.ORG

            AQUA DUCK     
BUCK     

OTTO         

 MALLORY     

www.ecy.wa.gov




